
From: Hatch, Leslie
To: Cordero, Erica
Subject: FW: TEX-ABOTA Santa Fe CLE Roundup June 18-21, 2026 - REGISTRATION OPEN!
Date: Friday, March 6, 2026 4:26:28 PM
Attachments: Santa Fe 2026 Speakers 3.4.26.pdf

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Les Hatch <leshatch@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Mar 6, 2026 at 4:19 PM
Subject: Fwd: TEX-ABOTA Santa Fe CLE Roundup June 18-21, 2026 - REGISTRATION OPEN!
To: Denise Smith <DSSmith@lubbockcounty.gov>
 

Denise--I used County credit card to register for this and the hotel reservation--same event I go
to every year.  I've also attached the CLE curriculum, which is preliminary.
 
Erica, please do your magic to get commissioner approval.  
 
Thanks!

Les Hatch
leshatch@gmail.com
 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: TEX-ABOTA <tmtexabota@abota.ccsend.com>
Date: Fri, Mar 6, 2026 at 8:06 AM
Subject: TEX-ABOTA Santa Fe CLE Roundup June 18-21, 2026 - REGISTRATION OPEN!
To: <leshatch@gmail.com>
 

REGISTER NOW!!

 

﻿SANTA FE CLE ROUNDUP &
ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER

 
SANTA FE, June 18-21, 2026

 

 

2026 Annual Meeting
Registration Open

Click Here!
 
 

Tentative Schedule of Events
 

Thursday Welcome Reception
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https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fgzm94jcab.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d001T-TLjC5lTkQr3jgXm3wLx2fKF5PXKKG-wkRPS5GstBnk-BhAiA57qu15509FDVjFl_cZT574GnH-SvAnJ5kB-tVvDOHRAOdCeYiusfWYRsfTsSc8CyRsI8cFtK9P0PyOzfknobcVJIZxFTOs6fYXcQ%3d%3d%26c%3dsG1pbfzQLs92oKBvMA8i0ucAfl3FYzDEFgoAGUNnxuFSoLkvwSiTWw%3d%3d%26ch%3dbqGUDMpw9kqpp_pHdz3bLQSXDvx1_IHR9nS7QFp-mNjR6SSeso2JrQ%3d%3d&c=E,1,2lxjqH7YQfc0nlYF6Ep_o-7KbV3n-G_G7BaFAigmpvj_9OXDa079H4-f5X-_sRO8U0_dFX5trNNmXkJLDrk_UYJRZG2jwD_345gb2fKk7QY7nCXB3g,,&typo=1
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Santa Fe Potential Speakers – 2026 


 


Roberta Kaplan (will be interviewed by Alice Oliver-Parrott) 


Ms. Kaplan obtained verdicts against Donald Trump for $5 million and $83.3 million on 


behalf of Jean Carroll for sexual assault.  


 


Suzelle Smith & Don Howarth 


Husband  and wife team from California. The only firm in the country to have been 


selected by the National Law Journal for both "Top 10" plaintiff and "Top 10" 


defense verdicts in a single year. Their topic - Oral Contracts, Are They Worth the 


Paper They Are On. They have teamed up for 8-figure verdicts on oral contracts 


including several famous Hollywood stars. The term “palimony” comes from one of 


their oral contact cases. 


 


Judge Rosalie Silberman Abella (will be interviewed by Karen Burgess)  


Chief Judge of Canadian Supreme Court for 17 years. Both of her parents were 


imprisoned in a Nazi concentration camp. She was born after the war in a displaced 


persons camp in Germany. Her family moved to Canada in 1950. At age 29, she 


became the youngest judge in Canadian history. No one has done more for human 


rights in Canada than Judge Rosalie Silberman Abella.  


 


Guy Choate & David Chamberlain 


Co-Chairs of ABOTA’s Legislative Committee. Guy is a former President of TTLA and 


David is a former President of TADC. They will do their annual report on the Texas 


Legislative Session. Guy will discuss how you will be able to use the Ten 


Commandments to challenge jurors for cause. (Guy cautions that General Paxton is 


introducing a bill to only use 9 of the commandments. David will point out how to use 


the Sermon on the Mount to justify double billing.  
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Brett Schrieber 


Won a $243 million jury verdict against Tesla stemming from a 2019 Autopilot-related 


crash in Florida. With more auto-pilot and driverless cars on the road, Brett’s case is a 


window into cases to come. 


 


Bill Shapiro  


Bill is National President of ABOTA. He has small, but expensive shoes to fill. Bill will 


brief us on what ABOTA is doing to preserve the Rule of Law and judicial independence 


in these difficult times. 


 


Jack Scarola and Brad Edwards (will be interviewed  by Kathy Snapka)  


These are the primary lawyers who represented, and are still seeking justice for, victims 


of Jeffery Epstein. Jack and Brad have been involved since the beginning and know the 


true story of a corrupt justice system protected Epstein and his powerful friends rather 


than seeking justice for the victims. 


 


Judge Julie Kocurek  


Julie Kocurek is a Criminal District Judge in Travis County. On November 6, 2015, she 


was returning home from a high-school football game with her children when a gunman, 


who had a criminal case pending in her court, stepped out of the bushes and shot her 4 


times. She spent more than a month in the hospital undergoing more than 30 surgeries. 


With all the threats on social media against judges and their families and the President 


criticizing judges who hold against his administration, Judge Kocurek’s presentation is 


very timely and frightening.  


 


Jamal Alsaffar 


Was the lead trial lawyer in the case resulting $230 million verdict for the victims of the 


Southerland Springs shooting. He is currently representing some of the victims of the 


Uvalde massacre at Robb Elementary.  This is a heart-wrenching story you need to 


hear. On the scene, 376 law enforcement officers waited more than 70 minutes before 


taking action. While they waited, a young girl inside a classroom repeated called 911 


pleading for help. 
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Judge Lee Yeakel 


Judge Yeakel, an appointee of George W. Bush, was selected by the Jimmy Carter 


Foundation to attend a conference in Warsaw, Poland, on the Rule of Law under an 


Authoritarian Regime.  Judge Yeakel met with leaders from former Soviet-dominated 


countries and will share their perspectives and warnings on the current condition of 


democracy in America. 







Friday Morning CLE
Walking Tour-architecture, history, art,

legal history or
Art Tour of Canyon Road and

surrounding galleries or
Santa Fe School of Cooking or

Liquid Light Glass Studio-experience the
ancient art of shaping molten glass or
E-bike Tour- an educational and fun

adventure connecting you to The City
(Or take the afternoon to enjoy Santa Fe)

Friday Cocktail party
 

Saturday Morning CLE
Santa Fe School of Cooking or

Liquid Light Glass Studio-experience the
ancient art of shaping molten glass or

Saturday Las Campanas Golf Outing or
(Or take the afternoon to enjoy Santa Fe)

Saturday Cocktail Party
Saturday Awards & Dinner

Saturday Late-Night Cocktails
 

Sunday Board Meeting
(All ABOTA members are invited)

 
Make dinner reservations now!

 
Click here for a list of top
restaurants in Santa Fe.

 
 

If you have any questions, please
contact Tammy Miller at
tmtexabota@abota.org.

 
 
 

All ABOTA Members welcome.

Eldorado.jpg

Eldorado Hotel & Spa
309 W. San Francisco St.

Santa Fe, NM 87501
 

Book Online: TEX-ABOTA Group Link
Book By Phone: 1-800-955-4455.
Mention either TEX-ABOTA GROUP or
"2026TXABOTA" to get the special
group rate.
 
The hotel rooms sell out quickly and you
are strongly urged to book your room
NOW.
 
The deadline to book at our $269++
rate is Monday, May 16, 2026.
 
The room block with the TEX-ABOTA
rate is first come, first serve until the
rooms are sold. After that, we cannot
guarantee the TEX-ABOTA rate of
$269++ nor can we assure you that you
get a room.
 
Important: If you book a room and need
to cancel within 30-days of the event, do
NOT cancel directly with the hotel.
Please let Tammy Miller know before
you cancel your room. We may need it
for someone who is unable to get a
room. Cancellations within 30-days of
the event may be charged for all night's
reserved if we are unable to find
someone to take your room.

 

 

Click here for a sneak peek at the speaker line up!

TEX-ABOTA | c/o 2001 Bryan Street Suite 3000 | Dallas, TX 75201 US
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Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

Constant Contact

 

https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=001oa8OT6BLY_55Ng4ZZpSPzQ==&ch=35884aa0-45d2-11e3-bc39-d4ae528440e0&ca=f575b200-486a-4a0b-b404-dcf5101cdd07
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?ch=35884aa0-45d2-11e3-bc39-d4ae528440e0&t=001Xcsww3C1hKFnAsP9uwSJLg==&lang=001FCSs65SMrsI=&m=001oa8OT6BLY_55Ng4ZZpSPzQ==&p=oo&ca=f575b200-486a-4a0b-b404-dcf5101cdd07
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=f575b200-486a-4a0b-b404-dcf5101cdd07

