
United Way runs the Emergency Food and Shelter Program as part of a national agreement between 

UWW and the federal government. As a local governing board, we are required to have a representative 

from local government/the-county serve on the board. 

“The Emergency Food and Shelter Program was established on March 24, 1983, with the signing of the 

"Jobs Stimulus Bill," Public Law 98-8. That legislation created a National Board, chaired by the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) that consisted of representatives of the American Red Cross, 

Catholic Charities USA, The Jewish Federations of North America, National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the USA, The Salvation Army and United Way Worldwide. 

The EFSP was authorized under the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act (P.L. 100-77 signed 

into law on July 24, 1987, since renamed the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act and subsequently 

reauthorized under P.L. 100-628, signed into law on November 7, 1988). Since 1983, in its 38-year 

history, the EFSP will have distributed $5.03 billion to over 14,000 human service agencies in more than 

2,500 communities across the country through this collaborative effort between the private and public 

sectors. 

The original authorizing legislation (PL 100-77) specifically calls for "sensitivity to the transition from 

temporary shelter to permanent homes and attention to the specialized needs of homeless individuals 

with mental and physical disabilities and illness and to facilitate access for homeless individuals to other 

sources of services and benefits." 

Also in accordance with the legislation, the National Board encourages Local Boards, the decision-

making local bodies, to place special emphasis on identification of and assistance to the elderly, families 

with children, Native Americans and Veterans. In addition, the authorization as revised (PL 102-550) in 

1992 requires that a homeless or formerly homeless person serve on the Local Boards.” 

Locally, I am the United Way designee who receives all award information and is responsible for 

communicating with the board, the community, and EFSP. As funds are released from FEMA through 

different phases, we get notified how much Lubbock County is designated to receive. When that 

happens we are required to publicly advertise for at least two weeks, and qualifying nonprofits are 

required to submit an application.  

We then convene the local board who are made up of the founding parties mentioned above, and other 

community members. We review the applications and then decide which nonprofits receive funding for 

either meals, shelter, supplies, rehab, rent/mortgage assistance, or utility assistance. Nonprofits are 

then notified and awarded typically over a year period. They are required to track every person serve 

and expense incurred and must submit final report documentation by a certain deadline. 

 


